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Module  6:  Popular  Culture 

In  Module  6 students  explore  popular  culture  and  the  impact  it  has  on  their  lives.  They  respond  to  a variety  of 
texts  to  investigate  ways  that  popular  culture  is  distributed.  This  module  has  three  sections: 

• Section  1:  The  Media 

• Section  2:  Celebrities  and  Heroes 

• Section  3:  The  Power  of  Advertising 

Section  1:  The  Media 

Students  begin  Section  1 by  discussing  the  question,  “What  is  popular  culture?”  They  reflect  on  the  influence 
the  media  has  on  popular  culture  and  on  their  own  lives.  In  Lesson  2 students  read  the  poem  “No  Boring  Parts 
Allowed”  as  an  introduction  to  the  action-adventure  genre.  They  examine  stereotypes  and  cliches  used  in 
this  genre,  practise  using  semicolons,  and  write  a movie  review.  Students  then  go  on  to  investigate  two  other 
aspects  of  popular  culture— tabloid  newspapers  and  the  radio.  In  Lesson  3 they  compare  daily  newspapers 
with  tabloids  to  analyze  the  difference  in  news  reporting.  In  Lesson  4 they  examine  the  importance  of  radio  in 
their  lives. 

• Discuss  with  your  student  the  meaning  of  the  term  popular  culture.  Have  him  or  her  look  up  the  words  in 
different  dictionaries  and  discuss  the  definitions  with  a partner. 

• Have  your  student  create  a list  of  items  related  to  the  concept  of  popular  culture.  You  may  have 
to  provide  some  examples  to  get  him  or  her  started.  Examples  might  include  superheroes  such  as 
Spiderman;  television  characters  such  as  Homer  Simpson;  popular  rock  music  stars;  the  Internet  search 
engine  “Google”;  and  cell  phones. 

• Students  will  probably  have  been  introduced  to  the  concept  of  mass  media  in  other  English  language 
arts  courses.  Discuss  with  your  student  what  the  media  is  and  the  influence  it  has.  Have  your  student 
keep  track  of  the  media  he  or  she  encounters  in  one  day. 

• Ensure  that  your  student  understands  that  the  word  media  is  the  plural  of  medium  and  that  he  or  she  is 
careful  to  use  the  correct  verb  form  when  using  these  words  in  writing. 

• Bring  in  several  examples  of  movie  reviews  to  serve  as  models  for  the  movie-review  assignment  in 
Lesson  2. 

• In  Lesson  3 students  are  asked  to  compare  a tabloid  newspaper  with  a daily  newspaper.  Your  student 
will  need  access  to  these.  Check  with  your  librarian  or  the  Internet  for  newspapers. 

• In  Lesson  4 your  student  may  need  some  help  interpreting  the  poem  “The  Radio  as  Time  Machine.” 

Read  the  poem  together,  and  discuss  it  with  your  student  before  he  or  she  responds  to  the  questions. 

In  guiding  your  student,  however,  be  sure  that  you  do  not  take  control  of  the  work  being  done.  Students 
must  assume  responsibility  for  their  work  and  learn  from  their  mistakes  as  well  as  their  achievements. 
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Section  2:  Celebrities  and  Heroes 

Students  reflect  on  a number  of  questions  including  the  following: 

• What  makes  a hero? 

• How  important  are  heroes? 

• What  is  the  media’s  role  in  promoting  heroes  and  celebrities? 

In  Lesson  1 they  read  and  respond  to  Paul  Simon’s  tribute  “Here’s  to  You,  Joe  DiMaggio.”  In  Lesson  2 they 
read  the  song  “Alien,”  which  deals  with  feeling  like  an  outsider.  This  leads  to  the  profile  of  Diane  Dupuy  who 
used  her  special  gifts  to  overcome  not  “fitting  in”  and  to  realize  her  dreams.  In  working  through  these  lessons, 
students  address  using  hyphens  correctly,  using  suffixes  and  prefixes  to  determine  meanings  of  words,  and 
using  inclusive  language. 

• You  may  find  it  helpful  to  discuss  with  your  student  the  questions  that  are  asked  in  the  introduction 
to  Section  2.  This- will  get  your  student  thinking  about  the  role  of  heroes  and  the  part  the  media  play  in 
creating  heroes  and  celebrities. 

• Your  student  can  find  out  more  about  Joe  DiMaggio  or  other  baseball  heroes  at  the  following  website: 

http://www.baseb2dl-reference.com/ 

• Your  student  may  find  the  vocabulary  and  sentence  structure  in  the  text  “Here’s  to  You,  Joe  DiMaggio” 
challenging.  It  may  be  helpful  to  read  the  selection  with  him  or  her. 

• For  question  1 in  the  Section  2 assignment,  your  student  may  need  assistance  in  locating  a news  item. 

• For  question  2 in  the  Section  2 assignment,  encourage  your  student  to  use  the  checklist  provided  as  a 
guide  for  writing  his  or  her  tribute. 

• In  Lesson  2 the  song  “Alien”  is  used  to  introduce  the  idea  that  everyone  at  some  time  experiences 
feelings  of  isolation  and  alienation  but  that  these  feelings  can  be  overcome.  The  profile  of  Diane  Dupuy 
illustrates  this.  The  intent  here  is  not  to  dwell  on  feelings  of  isolation,  but  rather  on  the  idea  that  people 
are  able  to  “dig  down”  and  use  their  gifts  to  override  these  feelings. 

• Students  will  need  a partner  to  role-play  the  imaginary  interview  for  the  Lesson  2 assignment.  This  can 
be  another  student  or  a family  member. 

• Check  that  your  student  has  clearly  labelled  all  the  attachments  that  are  requested  for  Assignment 
Booklet  6A. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  6A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  8:  MODULE  6 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  75  marks  out  of  the  total  135  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  6.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in 
the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully 
before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  assignments. 
If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  The  Media 

1.  In  Lesson  2 you  reviewed  the  use  of  semicolons.  Insert  semicolons  in  the  correct 
places  in  the  following  sentences. 

a.  The  shower  became  a downpour  the  baseball  game  was  postponed. 

b.  The  stuntman  survived  the  crash  however,  he  was  never  able  to  walk  again. 

c.  The  panel  members  included  Moira  Malone,  television  newscaster 
Marilyn  Asaf,  advertising  executive  and  Greg  Owlchild,  author. 

d.  I asked  my  cousin  to  help  me  wrap  the  gift  I bought  the  paper,  ribbon,  and  tape. 

e.  When  she  came  to  visit,  absent-minded  Aunt  Edith  brought  a box  of  cigars  for 
Dad,  who  never  smokes  a bracelet  for  my  sister,  who  doesn’t  wear  jewelry  and  a 
toy  car  for  my  brother,  who  is  old  enough  to  drive  a real  one. 

f.  The  school  bus  had  a flat  tire  therefore,  we  were  late  for  school. 
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2.  The  action-adventure  genre  is  part  of  popular  culture.  People  of  all  ages  watch 
movies  or  television  shows  or  read  novels  like  the  ones  described  in  “No  Boring 
Parts  Allowed.”  Do  these  shows  or  books  appeal  to  you?  Why  or  why  not?  Write  your 
response  in  a short  paragraph. 

Use  the  following  checklist  to  help  write  your  response. 


1 have  clearly  stated  my  opinion. 

1 have  supported  my  opinion  with  appropriate  and  relevant  details. 

i have  used  effective  word  choices  and  sentence  structure. 

I have  edited  my  paragraph  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling,  grammar, 
capitalization,  and  punctuation. 
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3.  Be  a movie  critic.  Follow  the  directions  given  in  “How  to  Write  a Movie  Review”  on 
page  256  of  Crossroads  8 to  write  your  own  movie  review.  Your  audience  will 
be  young  teens,  so  choose  a movie  that  is  appropriate  for  your  audience.  Use  the 
“Self-Assessment”  checklist  on  page  257  of  Crossroads  8 to  assess  your  review. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  3 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  content  is  informative  and  interesting. 

• Strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  movie  have  both  been 
considered. 

• Opinions  are  supported  with  specific  and  relevant  details. 

7 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  writing  flows  smoothly  and  coherently. 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

3 marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  18 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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4.  For  this  assignment  you  will  need  a tabloid  newspaper  and  a daily  newspaper.  (If 
these  are  not  readily  available,  check  with  your  librarian  or  use  an  online  version.) 
Use  the  chart  that  follows  to  compare  the  two. 


Tabloid 

Dally  Newspaper 

Subject  Matter 

(What  kinds  of  topics 
are  dealt  with?) 

Headlines 

(What  sort  of  vocabulary 
is  used?  How  do  type  and 
font  compare?) 

Photos 

(How  many  are  there?  What 
size  are  they?  Where  are 
they  positioned?) 

b.  What  do  you  think  makes  tabloids  popular? 


© 


c.  Do  daily  newspapers  also  appear  to  sensationalize  stories?  Explain. 


©000© 
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5.  A simple  sentence  has  one  independent  clause.  It  expresses  a complete  thought 
using  a subject  and  predicate. 

Decide  whether  each  of  the  following  sentences  is  a simple  sentence  or  not.  Write  S 
before  each  simple  sentence  and  NS  before  each  one  that  is  not  a simple  sentence. 

a.  “Save  the  Moon  for  Kerdy  Dickus”  is  a suspenseful  story. 

b.  It  wasn’t  a hot  day  when  this  story  happened. 

c.  Ky’s  family  watched  the  movie  Ifs  a Wonderful  Life  at  Christmas. 

d.  They  were  wearing  their  Christmastime  pajamas. 

e.  The  National  Enquirer  featured  a story  about  a teen  who  was  abducted 

by  aliens. 

When  you  have  completed  question  5,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  28 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

6.  In  Lesson  4 you  read  the  poem  “The  Radio  as  Time  Machine.” 

a.  What  do  you  think  is  this  poem’s  message  about  the  importance  of  radio? 


© 


b.  How  does  this  poem  fit  with  the  theme  of  popular  culture  and  media? 
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7.  a.  In  Lesson  4 you  reviewed  paragraph  structure.  Read  through  the  first  15  lines 
of  the  poem  “The  Radio  as  Time  Machine”  on  page  262  of  Crossroads  8 and 
decide  where  you  would  divide  it  to  show  each  distinct  idea.  Then,  in  the  space 
provided,  rewrite  those  lines  in  paragraph  form.  Remember  to  indent  the 
paragraphs  where  necessary. 


b.  How  does  writing  the  lines  in  paragraph  form  affect  the  reading  of  the  poem? 


When  you  have  completed  question  7,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  33 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Celebrities  and  Heroes 

1.  In  Lesson  1 you  were  asked  how  modern  celebrities  are  portrayed  by  the  print  or 
broadcast  media  and  whether  that  portrayal  was  fair  or  realistic.  Find  a recent 
news  item  about  a current  sports  or  entertainment  celebrity.  Use  the  news  item  to 
answer  the  following  question: 

Do  you  think  the  celebrity  is  depicted  in  a fair  or  realistic  way?  Explain. 

Attach  a copy  of  the  item  to  the  Assignment  Booklet.  Include  the  date  of  publication 
and  the  name  of  the  publication.  If  your  item  is  from  the  broadcast  media,  provide 
a brief  description  of  the  item,  the  date  it  was  broadcast,  and  the  channel  or  station 
that  aired  the  item.  Be  sure  to  label  your  news  item  with  the  following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  6A:  Section  2,  question  1 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

4 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  has  been  edited  for  matters  of  correctness. 

1 mark 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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2. 


Think  of  an  ordinary  person  whom  you  consider  a hero.  Write  a tribute  about  this 
individual  describing  his  or  her  qualities  and  why  you  admire  and  look  up  to  him 
or  her.  Your  tribute  should  be  about  one  page  in  length.  Use  your  own  paper  to 
write  your  first  draft.  Then  write  your  polished  copy  on  the  following  page.  Use  the 
checklist  that  follows  to  help  ensure  your  tribute  is  effective. 


I have  clearly  identified  my  hero. 

My  opening  sentence  catches  the  reader’s  attention. 

I have  used  a variety  of  sentence  types,  including  complex  sentences. 

I have  provided  relevant  details  to  support  my  description. 

I have  explained  clearly  why  I admire  this  individual. 

I have  edited  my  tribute  for  matters  of  correctness. 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  well  developed. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• A perceptive  understanding  of  human  behaviour  has  been 
demonstrated. 

• Audience,  tone,  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

8 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  has  been  edited  for  matters  of  correctness. 

2 marks 
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When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  41 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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3.  In  Lesson  2 you  prepared  for  an  imaginary  interview  with  a Canadian  hero  or 

celebrity  of  your  choice.  As  part  of  your  preparations,  you  wrote  an  introduction  to 
use  when  you  contact  your  interviewee  and  a list  of  five  questions  you  want  to  ask. 
Attach  these  two  items  to  your  Assignment  Booklet.  Be  sure  to  label  them  with  the 
following  information: 

• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  6A:  Section  2,  question  3 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  3 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  introduction  clearly  explains  the  interview’s  purpose. 

• The  tone  is  courteous. 

• The  questions  are  perceptive  and  interesting. 

• The  questions  are  open  ended. 

• The  audience  has  been  considered. 

4 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

1 mark 

4. 


Use  the  questions  and  answers  that  you  prepared  in  Lesson  2 to  role-play  your 
imagined  interview  with  a partner.  Provide  a recording  of  your  interview.  At  the 
beginning  of  your  recording,  state  clearly  the  name  of  your  interviewee.  Be  sure  to 
label  your  recording  with  the  following  information: 


• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  6A:  Section  2,  question  4 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  4 

Presentation 

• The  role  players  spoke  thoughtfully  and  clearly. 

• Inclusive  language  was  used. 

• The  responses  were  perceptive  and  interesting. 

• When  necessary,  each  role  player  asked  for  further 
explanation. 

• The  interview  was  conducted  politely  and  efficiently. 

10  marks 

When  you  have  completed  question  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  51 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

Submit  Assignment  Booklet  6A,  along  with  your  celebrity  news  item, 
interview  introduction  questions,  and  recording,  for  assessment. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  school  you  are  registered  with  may  require  you  to  submit  this  signed  form  with  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student.  If  the  student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration 
may  need  to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling 
coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the  assignment  results.  Please  contact  your  school  and 
ask  if  this  completed  form  is  required. 


STUDENT’S  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in  the 
following  space. 
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